
Haiti, Haitian Autonomy, TPS, and Self-
Determination — A Political-Philosophy
and Practical Action Report
Scope note. I searched for relevant enterprise material first; the only opened
internal hits were unrelated Teams website-maintenance messages that mentioned
Haitian Creole content, so I did not rely on enterprise sources for the substance of
this report. 1 2  This report is grounded instead in authoritative external sources:
OCHA/UN, IOM, UNHCR, IMF, World Bank, USCIS, the Federal Register, USCIS/EOIR
legal-help guidance, and reputable philosophy references. This is general
information, not legal advice; TPS holders and others with immigration questions
should consult a licensed immigration attorney or DOJ-accredited representative.
3 4

1. Most important findings first
Haiti’s crisis is simultaneously a security crisis, humanitarian crisis,
governance crisis, and economic crisis. UN News reported in July 2026 that
heavily armed gangs control large parts of Port-au-Prince and are expanding into
other areas, while families flee, schools and health centers close, and aid agencies
face severe funding constraints. 5  OCHA reports that 6.4 million people need
humanitarian assistance in 2026, 5.7 million face severe food insecurity daily, 1.4
million have fled their homes, and only 10% of national inpatient-capable health
facilities remain fully operational. 6

The immediate philosophical point is this: Haitians should not be thought of as
“properties of the State”; modern rights frameworks treat persons as bearers of
dignity, legal personality, liberty, security, association, expression, participation, and
self-determination, not as state-owned objects. 7 8  The ICCPR states that “all peoples
have the right of self-determination,” including the right to determine political
status and pursue economic, social, and cultural development, while the UDHR
begins from inherent dignity and equal rights. 8 7
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For Haitian TPS holders in the United States, the legal situation is urgent and
specific. USCIS stated on July 29, 2026, that Haiti’s TPS designation was terminated
effective July 27, 2026, and that Forms I‑766/EADs with categories A12 or C19 issued
to TPS Haiti beneficiaries are no longer valid; employers completing Form I‑9 must
reverify affected workers and cannot continue employing someone who does not
provide proof of current employment authorization. 9  The Federal Register notice
estimated approximately 352,959 Haitian nationals or persons last habitually
residing in Haiti held TPS under Haiti’s designation, and it states that TPS does not
itself lead to lawful permanent residence or another immigration status. 10

The chart below summarizes selected population-scale indicators from the opened
sources: humanitarian need, hunger, aid targets, displacement, Haiti TPS holders,
and forced returns. 5 6 11 10 12

Figure 1: Selected Haiti/Haitian population-scale impacts in 2026, using opened OCHA/
UN News, IOM, and Federal Register values.

https://www.uscis.gov/i-9-central/form-i-9-related-news/update-on-termination-of-temporary-protected-status-for-haiti-release-july-29-2026
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/11/28/2025-21379/termination-of-the-designation-of-haiti-for-temporary-protected-status
https://news.un.org/en/story/2026/07/1167963
https://www.unocha.org/haiti
https://www.unocha.org/publications/report/haiti/ocha-haiti-nationwide-humanitarian-response-1-30-june-2026
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/11/28/2025-21379/termination-of-the-designation-of-haiti-for-temporary-protected-status
https://reliefweb.int/report/haiti/monthly-monitoring-forced-returns-haiti-june-2026


2. Current situation in Haiti

Security and governance

Haiti’s security environment remains the main barrier to civilian life, state
authority, elections, service delivery, and economic recovery. UN News describes
daily life for millions as a struggle to stay safe, find food, and move through
neighborhoods, with gangs controlling major parts of the capital and expanding
elsewhere. 5  The IMF states that gangs continue to undermine state authority, while
security conditions, capacity constraints, and political uncertainty have slowed
reform progress under Haiti’s Staff-Monitored Program. 14

Governance is in a fragile transition. UN News reports that Haiti has not had an
elected president since the 2021 assassination of President Jovenel Moïse and that
elections require significant security improvements; it also reports a $120 million
election budget and hopes for first-round voting before the end of 2026, with an
elected president taking office in February 2027. 5  The World Bank’s 2026 macro-
poverty outlook says the Transitional Presidential Council was dissolved as
scheduled in February 2026 without having organized elections, leaving the Prime
Minister exercising executive functions amid mandate challenges and elections
planned for August and December 2026 subject to security and funding. 15

Humanitarian and social conditions

The humanitarian picture is severe and widespread. OCHA’s 2026 plan says Haiti’s
crisis is worsening because of political instability, insecurity, economic hardship,
collapse of essential services, armed violence, displacement, sexual violence, food
insecurity, climate shocks, and cholera resurgence. 16  OCHA estimates 6.4 million
people will require emergency assistance in 2026, up from 6 million in 2025, and
projects that 5.9 million people will not have enough to eat from March to June
2026. 16

Displacement is at record levels. OCHA’s June 2026 nationwide response report cites
IOM Round 13 DTM data showing 1.47 million internally displaced persons,
including more than 300,000 in metropolitan Port-au-Prince alone. 11  IOM/
ReliefWeb similarly reports that displacement reached a record 1.47 million in May
2026, while violence in Cité Soleil forced 18,000 people to flee and more than 25,000
migrants were forcibly returned from neighboring countries that month. 17
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Gender-based violence and protection risks are central, not peripheral. OCHA
reports 7,472 GBV incidents between January and September 2025, with sexual
violence representing over half of reported incidents and collective rape
representing 65% of sexual-violence cases; women and girls were the majority of
victims. 6  UN News reported at least 176 women and girls raped during one major
Cité Soleil outbreak, and it also reported killings, kidnappings, forced displacement,
vigilante killings, and alleged abuses by police officers. 5

Economy, poverty, and remittances

Haiti’s economy has contracted for years. The World Bank reports real GDP
contracted 2.7% in FY2025, the seventh consecutive year of decline, with industry
down 5.1%, agriculture down 4.8%, and services down 2.7% amid insecurity,
disrupted logistics, and Hurricane Melissa’s crop damage. 15  The World Bank data
page lists 2025 GDP at US$32.08 billion, GDP per capita at US$2,694.2, GDP growth
at ‑2.7%, unemployment at 14.9%, and consumer inflation at 28.6%. 18

Diaspora remittances remain a major household and macroeconomic stabilizer.
World Bank data show personal remittances received equaled 16.9% of GDP in
2024, and the World Bank outlook says the gourde was supported by remittances
equivalent to around 16% of GDP in FY2025. 19 15  IMF warns that shifts in foreign
immigration policies could slow remittance inflows and harm Haiti’s external
position, showing how diaspora legal status and Haiti’s domestic resilience are
linked. 14

3. Haitian nationals abroad, forced returns, and
documentation
Forced returns are rising. IOM/ReliefWeb reported 26,568 forced returns to Haiti in
June 2026, a 3% increase from May 2026 and the highest monthly number since the
start of 2026; it also reported 141,720 forced returns in the first six months of 2026,
an 11% increase from the same period in 2025. 12  OCHA states that more than 
225,000 Haitians had been deported back to Haiti since the beginning of the year, 
98% from the Dominican Republic, and that many deportees arrived without family
ties, resources, documents, or support networks. 6

https://www.unocha.org/haiti
https://news.un.org/en/story/2026/07/1167963
https://thedocs.worldbank.org/en/doc/e408a7e21ba62d843bdd90dc37e61b57-0500032021/related/mpo-hti.pdf
https://data.worldbank.org/country/haiti
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/BX.TRF.PWKR.DT.GD.ZS?locations=HT
https://thedocs.worldbank.org/en/doc/e408a7e21ba62d843bdd90dc37e61b57-0500032021/related/mpo-hti.pdf
https://www.imf.org/en/news/articles/2026/05/21/pr26164-haiti-imf-management-approves-3rd-review-and-extends-smp
https://reliefweb.int/report/haiti/monthly-monitoring-forced-returns-haiti-june-2026
https://www.unocha.org/haiti


Documentation is a protection issue. UNHCR’s January–March 2026 update says
forcibly returned groups often include pregnant women and unaccompanied
children and may arrive without documentation, resources, or access to assistance.
20  UNHCR also reports support for civil registration, mobile birth-registration

campaigns, and Haiti’s “Kat ou la” ID campaign, including availability of 500,000
national ID cards and a plan for 250,000 additional cards in Haiti and abroad. 20

4. Current TPS status, rights, obligations, and lawful
options

Verified status

The most current USCIS Haiti TPS guidance I found is unequivocal: Haiti TPS was
terminated effective July 27, 2026, and Haiti TPS EADs in categories A12 or C19 are
no longer valid for employment authorization. 9  The Federal Register notice says
TPS is temporary; while a designation is active, beneficiaries may remain in the
United States, are not removed while they maintain TPS, may receive work
authorization, and may apply for discretionary travel authorization, but TPS does
not itself lead to lawful permanent residence or another immigration status. 10

When a TPS designation ends, beneficiaries return to the immigration status or
category they had before TPS if still valid, or to another lawful status obtained while
registered for TPS if still valid at termination. 10  The eCFR states that upon
termination of a foreign state’s designation, nationals afforded TPS automatically
lose TPS on the relevant statutory date and that termination is not subject to appeal
under that regulatory provision. 21

Lawful options to explore — case by case

TPS holders and former TPS holders should get individualized legal screening from
a qualified representative. USCIS says authorized legal representatives are attorneys
in good standing or DOJ-accredited representatives working for recognized
organizations, and such representatives may advise on forms, evidence, options,
USCIS forms, and USCIS communications. 3  EOIR states that people in immigration
proceedings may obtain representation at no cost to the government, may represent
themselves, and may seek attorneys or accredited representatives, including pro
bono providers. 4
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Possible lawful pathways depend on individual facts. USCIS explains that
adjustment of status is the process for applying for lawful permanent residence
while present in the United States, and that applicants generally must determine
eligibility, have an immigrant petition if applicable, check visa availability, file Form
I‑485, attend appointments/interviews if required, and receive a decision. 22  USCIS
states that family- or employment-based adjustment applicants with filed or
approved petitions may need to wait for an available visa, using Visa Bulletin charts
and priority dates to determine when filing may be possible if otherwise eligible. 23

Humanitarian options may exist for some people, but they are not automatic. USCIS
says people present or arriving in the United States may seek asylum for past or
future persecution on protected grounds if they meet criteria; the affirmative
process generally requires filing Form I‑589 within one year of last arrival unless an
exception applies. 24 25  USCIS also lists VAWA, T nonimmigrant status, U
nonimmigrant status, SIJ, forced-marriage safeguards, FGM/C-related relief,
refugees, asylum, TPS, DED, humanitarian parole, and other humanitarian
categories as distinct programs with different criteria. 24

Fraud avoidance is part of preserving autonomy. USCIS warns that only attorneys or
DOJ-accredited representatives working for recognized organizations can provide
immigration legal advice; “notarios,” notary publics, immigration consultants, and
businesses cannot provide immigration legal advice unless they are authorized
legal service providers. 3 26  USCIS also provides online tools to check case status,
processing times, and address changes, and says public users can manage certain
case information through official tools. 27

5. Philosophical interpretation: Plato, Aristotle, and
modern rights

Plato: justice, order, expertise — and the danger of paternalism

Plato’s Republic asks whether it is better to be just than unjust, and Socrates
develops the idea of a just city to illuminate justice in the soul. 28  Plato links
personal justice to civic order: reason should govern the soul, and wise rulers
should govern the city, aiming at harmony rather than factional domination. 28 29
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Applied to Haiti, the useful Platonic insight is that corruption, predation, and
factional violence destroy both civic order and inner security; governance needs
competence, education, restraint, and public purpose. 29 14

But Plato is not a simple model for modern Haitian self-determination. Stanford
notes that Republic debates include utopianism, communism, feminism,
totalitarianism, and political analysis, and the text’s concentration of rule in
philosopher-rulers raises enduring questions about political power and self-
determination. 28  The modern lesson is therefore not “submit to rulers who claim
superior wisdom,” but rather: build institutions where expertise is checked by law,
transparency, rights, and public accountability. 8 7

Aristotle: citizenship as participation, flourishing, and the common
good

Aristotle’s political theory treats politics as a practical science concerned with noble
action and citizens’ happiness, and it sees the city-state as existing not merely for
life but for the good life. 30  Aristotle defines the citizen as one who can participate
in deliberative or judicial office, and he contrasts correct constitutions serving the
common advantage with deviant constitutions serving only rulers’ interests. 30  For
Haitians, this supports a civic view of autonomy: citizenship is not passive
possession of papers; it is organized participation in law, education, public
accountability, and shared survival. 30 31

Aristotle’s limits must be rejected where they conflict with modern equality. His
ancient framework excluded women, enslaved people, foreigners, and many
workers from citizenship, while modern human-rights frameworks recognize equal
dignity, legal protection, participation, association, expression, culture, and
nondiscrimination. 30 7 8  A modern Aristotelian approach would keep the emphasis
on civic participation and the common good while rejecting exclusion and
hierarchy. 31 8

The framework below visualizes the synthesis: personal dignity and legal identity,
mutual aid, community organization, democratic institutions, and international
rights norms must reinforce one another.
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Figure 2: A layered civic-autonomy framework: personal legal security, mutual aid,
democratic participation, institution-building, and international rights norms
reinforce one another while staying within the rule of law.

6. Practical lawful actions

A. Haitian nationals inside Haiti

Prioritize civil documentation and legal identity. Birth certificates, national
IDs, school records, medical records, property records, and family documents
help preserve legal personality, access to services, family unity, and later
mobility options; UNHCR’s work on birth registration and national ID access
shows this is a recognized protection priority. 20 8

Organize through lawful community institutions, not armed groups.
Community groups, churches, schools, professional associations, women’s
organizations, youth groups, and local civil-society networks can document
needs, coordinate aid, protect vulnerable people, and advocate for services
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2. 
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without becoming armed or partisan actors; OCHA’s humanitarian plan
emphasizes lifesaving assistance, essential services, and vulnerable people in
hard-to-reach areas. 6 5

Defend democratic participation when safe and lawful. UN News reports
preparations for elections but also warns credible voting requires improved
security, because gangs impede voter registration, movement of materials, and
public safety. 5  The ICCPR recognizes citizens’ right and opportunity to take part
in public affairs, vote, be elected, and access public service without
unreasonable restrictions. 8

Reject vigilante justice and retaliation. UN News reports vigilante killings and
alleged abuses by security forces, alongside gang killings, kidnapping, sexual
violence, and displacement; rights-preserving self-determination requires
accountability through law rather than collective punishment or revenge. 5 8

B. Diaspora communities and Haitian community organizations

Build legal triage networks. Partner with licensed attorneys and DOJ-
recognized/accredited organizations; USCIS and EOIR identify who is authorized
to provide legal advice and warn against notarios and unlicensed consultants.
3 4

Use remittances strategically and transparently. Remittances are
macroeconomically significant—World Bank data show 16.9% of GDP in 2024—
and policy shocks affecting migrants can threaten remittance flows. 19 14

Community groups can encourage lawful, documented channels, family
budgeting, school support, health support, and small-enterprise resilience.

Advocate lawfully with elected officials and institutions. USAGov provides
federal, state, and local contact pathways for elected officials, and the ICCPR/
UDHR protect public participation, expression, peaceful assembly, and
association within lawful limits. 32 8 7

Invest in education, language access, and civic literacy. OCHA identifies
disrupted education and essential services as part of the crisis, and Aristotle’s
political thought highlights education as central to civic character and
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participation. 5 30  Diaspora organizations can support Haitian Creole/French/
English legal-literacy materials, tutoring, scholarship funds, and workforce
training.

C. Haitian TPS holders and former TPS holders in the U.S.

Do not rely on expired TPS work authorization. USCIS states Haiti TPS EADs
with categories A12 or C19 are no longer valid after termination, and employers
must reverify work authorization. 9

Get an individualized legal screening immediately. Possible paths may
include another valid status, family- or employment-based adjustment if
eligible, asylum or other humanitarian protection if facts support it, or other
relief in proceedings, but each depends on personal facts, dates, entries,
criminal history, family ties, employment, and pending applications. 22 23 25 24

Keep addresses, case records, and evidence current. USCIS provides tools to
check case status, processing times, and address changes, and EOIR says people
in proceedings are responsible for attending hearings and informing EOIR of
address/contact changes. 27 4

Avoid immigration scams. USCIS states only attorneys or DOJ-accredited
representatives working for recognized organizations may give immigration
legal advice, and it warns about notarios, fake promises, suspicious emails, and
offers to expedite cases for money. 3 26

Do not travel without competent legal advice. eCFR states a TPS grant does
not itself constitute permission to travel abroad and that failure to obtain
required permission before departure may result in withdrawal of TPS or
proceedings; USCIS similarly warns asylum applicants not to leave without
advance parole while an asylum application is pending. 21 33

7. Risks, opportunities, and strategy
Major risks include continued gang expansion, weak state capacity, underfunded
humanitarian response, migration-status shocks, remittance disruption, legal fraud,
politicization of aid, and community fear. 5 6 14 26 Major opportunities include
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diaspora remittance strength, civil-documentation campaigns, election planning if
security improves, IMF-supported governance reforms, humanitarian coordination,
and lawful community advocacy. 19 20 5 14

The most defensible strategy is rights-based civic self-organization: protect
individual legal identity, build mutual-aid and legal-service networks, support
education and economic resilience, document abuses, advocate lawfully, and
demand institutions that serve the common good rather than private armed or
political interests. 7 8 30  In philosophical terms, Plato reminds us that lawless
appetite and faction destroy the city, while Aristotle reminds us that citizenship
requires active participation; modern human rights correct both by insisting that
every person remains a bearer of dignity, not an instrument or property of rulers,
gangs, markets, or the state. 28 30 7 8
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